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Vote working class! 


The Tory gang of grubby 
careerists who have wrecked the 
country for 14 years are finally 
on their way out. The problem 
is, however, that they are about 
to be replaced by another gang 
of grubby careerists: Sir Keir 
Starmer’s Labour Party. 

Starmer’s slogan is “change”. 
What a pathetic joke. There is 
basically no difference between 
Rishi Sunak and Keir Starmer. 
Just like the Tories, Starmer 
has made clear that a Labour 
government will be a govern- 
ment for the rich, big business 
and the City of London, serv- 
ing those very parasites who 
have driven the country into the 
ground. And just like Sunak, 
Starmer has made clear that 
he will unconditionally back 
the US and its wars—from 
increasing contributions for 
NATO to supporting Israel’s 
genocide against the Palestinians. 

Starmer has spent the last three years 
purging the Labour Party of anyone sup- 
porting workers, Palestine and socialism 
while abandoning every single promise 
he made to win the party leadership. In 
power, the clique of Starm-troopers, these 
technocrats without any vision, will prove 
utterly incapable of solving any of Britain’s 
problems. Their only way to shore up the 
economy will be to further grind down 
public services and living standards, which 
will pave the way for the far right. “Vote 
Labour to get the Tories out” is the most 
cynical phrase of the year. In this election, 
they stand for the same damn thing. 


No vote for Labour! 


Starmer has drawn a clear line against 
the working class. So, the working class 
must respond: no support for Starmer’s 
Labour! As for left-wing Labour candi- 
dates like Zarah Sultana, John McDonnell 
and Diane Abbott, while they can speak 
for “peace” and “socialism”, they are cam- 
paigning for a Starmer government. Unless 
they openly stand against him, no vote for 
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pro-Starmer Labour “lefts”, too! 

What is needed is to build a work- 
ing-class opposition to Starmer’s Labour. 
To advance this aim, we call to support 
the Workers Party, the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) and independ- 
ent candidates so long as they stand on a 
pro-working-class platform (that is, not 
the Greens). Where none of these options 
is available, we believe spoiling your bal- 
lot is the “lesser evil’. Voting Labour as a 
last resort means helping Starmer get into 
office. 

Despite our criticisms of each of these 
options (see the articles in this issue), the 
stronger the success of a working-class 
opposition to Starmer, the better it will 
be for organising the fightback against 
a Labour government. This goes for 
everything from defending public services 
and trade unions to advancing the fight for 
Palestinian liberation. 


The left’s failure and our task 


It is evident, however, that the left oppo- 
sition to Labour is weak and divided and 
has not yet succeeded in establishing itself 


(top right) 


as a factor in this election. Instead, Nigel 
Farage is filling the vacuum, posing as the 
main opponent of the political establish- 
ment and channelling anger at the status 
quo into anti-immigrant bigotry. 

The reason for this is that no one in 
the socialist left wants to organise a solid 
struggle against the ruling class and its 
politicians. Instead of fighting for what 
workers actually need, most so-called 
socialists, like all the trade union leaders, 
will support Starmer’s Labour because it is 
supposedly a “lesser evil” than the Tories. 
Starmer has made clear that all he has to 
offer is more of the same. For socialists to 
support him will only make them complicit 
in the next government’s attacks. 

On the other side are those socialists who 
oppose Starmer’s Labour. That’s a start, 
which is why we must support them. Yet 
there, too, no one approaches this election 
with a real plan to battle the ruling class. 
Independent candidates like Corbyn do 
their own little campaigns in their own lit- 
tle constituencies, trying to be popular in 
their own liberal bubbles. Then you have 
TUSC, who are trying to be popular among 


the trade union bureaucrats and 
left-wing Labour voters and so 
won’t say anything too radical. 
Finally, there is Galloway’s 
Workers Party, which is trying 
to be popular over Palestine 
while at the same time pushing 
British patriotism and social 
conservatism, which can only 
divide the working class. 

Rather than advancing a real 
socialist strategy that can unite 
all of the working people in a 
struggle to fix broken Britain, 
everyone is appealing to this 
or that sector of the population. 
This is why the left opposition 
to Starmer is so divided and 
disorganised. 

Look at how no left option 
raises opposition to the mon- 
archy in their campaign. If you 
really want to shake things up 
in Britain and clear the way for 
progress, start with the fact that 
the head of state is a medieval institution! 
The silence on this issue demonstrates the 
absence of any perspective to challenge 
who is running this country. 

What should be done? As a starting 
point, fight as hard as possible for the 
success of those working-class candidates 
who stand against Labour. Despite all their 
problems, a strong working-class voice 
against Starmer’s Labour can only help the 
struggle against the coming government. 
At the same time, the anti-Starmer left 
must get its act together around a strategy 
that can unite workers and beat the rul- 
ing class. This is the only way to prepare 
for battle against Starmer and undercut 
Farage’s growing appeal. 

The programme socialists should put 
forward in this election is one promising 
such a fight. We advocate the following: 


Workers must run the country! 
—Free Palestine! 
—Expropriate the banks! 
—Down with NATO! 
—Citizenship rights for immigrants! 
—Down with the monarchy! = 


TUSC’s support for prison guards and 
cops divides the working class, alienating 
millions who are the victims of state ter- 
ror. As our comrade argued at the February 
TUSC Convention: “Rather than defending 
any so-called ‘right’ of brutal state hench- 
men, we should be for defending the rights 
of prisoners, especially in the context where 
Starmer and Sunak are arguing over who can 

be toughest on crime” (“No sup- 
port to prison guards!” 
Workers Hammer no 
252, Spring 2024). 


The problem with 
TUSC 

The main force behind 
TUSC is the Socialist 
Party (SP). Its support for 
prison guards flows from 


TUSC chooses screws 


over socialists 


On 3 June, as the Spartacist 
League was getting ready to 
run an electoral candidate as 
part of the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition, the TUSC 
steering committee informed 


5 June letter from TUSC which denies SL 
application to run a candidate: “AH of the NAPO 
NEC had registered that ‘I do not currently feel 
able to endorse Eibhlin McColgan as a candidate’ 
for the seat. He acknowledged that Eibhlin and 
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us that our application had 
been rejected. The reason? A 
probation officer who sits on 
the steering committee (and 
who is a Socialist Party mem- 
ber!) objected to our running 
on the TUSC list because of our opposi- 
tion to prison guards being part of the trade 
union movement. And since the steering 
committee functions by consensus, that was 
the verdict. 

Our decision to support TUSC earlier 
this year flowed from the need to build a 
united working-class opposition to Starmer’s 
Labour, which is TUSC’s stated purpose. 
At its February convention, we made clear 
our disagreement with TUSC’s support for 
trade union rights for prison officers because 
it undermines that goal. We submitted an 
amendment to remove this point from its core 
policies. While we were defeated on this, we 
decided to remain in TUSC in the interest 
of building a united front against Starmer, 
making clear we retain our criticisms (see 
Workers Hammer no 252, Spring 2024). 

TUSC agreed to admit us to its general 
election committee and we spent the follow- 
ing months actively promoting the coalition, 
urging other socialist groups to join in and 
initiating a public debate with the CPGB. 


— Letter 


her organisation, the Spartacist League, had 
accepted the TUSC core policy commitment to 
‘reinstate full trade union rights to prison officers’ 
but noted their programme demand for ‘Cops, 
security guards, screws out of the unions’.” 


We then mobilised our forces to run our 
own candidate as part of TUSC when the 
general election was announced. In inform- 
ing us of the decision to sideline us, even 
the TUSC representative had to concede that 
we had acted in a totally principled fashion. 

Unity with prison guards over unity 
against Starmer’s Labour. This is the real 
significance of the TUSC steering com- 
mittee’s decision to exclude us from its list. 
When push came to shove, they preferred 
sabotaging the united front in order to main- 
tain the alliance with the Prison Officers’ 
Association, the probation officers “union” 
(Napo) and other minions of the repressive 
apparatus of the state. Our exclusion was 
also an explicit statement that support for 
prison guards and cops is a condition for 
running on the TUSC ticket. 


Why we oppose prison guards 


For socialists, it should be basic. The job 
of prison guards is to lock up people on the 
order of the capitalist justice system. Those 


The true function of prison guards 


We were pleased to receive this letter from John Bowden, a long-standing fighter for 
prisoners’ rights. John is referencing the article “No support to prison guards!” from our 


previous issue. 


18 May 2024 


Hi comrades, read Workers Hammer for the first time today and was really impressed 
by the piece from comrade Tom regarding prison guards, and as an ex-prisoner who spent 
40 years in jail I thank you for your revolutionary perspective on prisons and the true 
function of those who administer repression within the prison walls. &} 


John Bowden 
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at the receiving end are the bottom rungs 
of society, the deprived rejects of capi- 
talism— what Marx called the lumpen- 
proletariat. They are also socialists, trade 
unionists, Irish republicans and other fight- 
ers against this oppressive system who are 
sent to prison precisely to be crushed. The 
job of prison guards is to brutalise con- 
victs and break them psychologically and 
physically. And the purpose of their “trade 
unions” is to get them more power and 
money for this work. 

Any socialist should know that getting 
thrown in jail is a real possibility and has 
happened countless times in the history of 
our movement. So, to defend prison guards, 
or worse, to include them in a “socialist” 
organisation is simply mad. Look at TUSC, 
a coalition which is supposed to stand for 
socialism but where representatives of 
prison guards and probation officers hold 
key leadership positions with veto power. 
What sort of socialist would want that? 

It was argued to us that those “union 
representatives” could not justify to their 
members the inclusion of a group oppos- 
ing cops and screws. Right. And what will 
these same “union representatives” say 
when striking workers are thrown in jail 
and beaten up by their “members”? Or 
when prisoners revolt against these “union 
members”, like in Strangeways prison in 
1990? TUSC’s defence of these “trade 
unionists” means siding with the forces 
of state repression against the revolt of the 
exploited and oppressed. 


Defend 
Marieha Hussain! 


Marieha Hussain is being prosecuted 
for holding a satirical placard compar- 
ing Rishi Sunak and Suella Braverman 
to coconuts at a pro-Palestine demo last 
November. As a result, she has also lost 
her teaching job. Outrageously, she is 
charged with a racially aggravated pub- 
lic order offence. This grotesque pros- 
ecution criminalises any opposition to 
the government’s support to Israel’s 
genocidal war in Gaza. To join her 
defence campaign, contact Cage: cage- 


support-marieha-hussain.carrd.co 
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the SP’s political concep- 
tion that socialism can be 
achieved as a gradual and 
peaceful process, start- 
ing with the creation of 
a new left Labour Party 
(with TUSC as its stepping stone) and cul- 
minating with the election of a majority in 
the House of Commons and the passing of 
an enabling act for socialism. This is the 
reason why they believe that the police 
and prison guards, these repressive agents 
of the capitalist class, can be won over. 
After all, these gentlemen enforce the law, 
and if the law becomes socialism, they'll 
happily perform their duties under a new 
administration. 

About this conception, which is the 
canon of the British left, Bolshevik leader 
Leon Trotsky had this to say: 

“The brave spirits and wise men have firmly 
decided to conquer the bourgeoisie whatever 
the political combinations and at the same 
time maintaining the best relations with par- 
liament, the law, the courts and the police. 
The only trouble is that the bourgeoisie does 
not intend to surrender the privilege of the 
legal expropriation of power to the lefts. 
By advancing the fascist wing more ener- 
getically, as the threat of civil war becomes 
more immediate, the bourgeoisie will find 
sufficient means of provocation, of a legal 
coup d’état and so on. In the final count 
the question is not who can best interpret 
laws and traditions but who is master in the 
house.” 


fied TUSC 


—Trotsky’s writings on Britain, volume 2 
(New Park Publications, London, 1974) 


What is rejected by TUSC and the SP 
is that behind capitalist institutions and 
“democracy” lies the brute force of the 
police, the courts and the prisons whose 
role is to defend capitalist rule. And what 


Metropolitan Police 
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is rejected is that socialism can only come 
about as the result of a fundamental con- 
frontation of the working class against the 
ruling class and its institutions. 

This is the fundamental problem with 
the SP. Concretely, it means that they are 
building TUSC not as an organisation 
whose purpose is to rally the working 
class for a confrontation with the ruling 
class and their Labourite defenders. On 
the contrary, they constantly bow down to 
left Labourites (like Zarah Sultana) who 
speak for “socialism” while campaigning 
for a Starmer government, and are building 
TUSC as a respectable outfit for conserva- 
tive trade union bureaucrats. And there is 
nothing more respectable than the smiling 
bobby and the “workers in uniform”. 

In Where is Britain going? (1925), Trotsky 
wrote: 

“In a country where the overwhelming 

majority of the population consists of prole- 

tarians the governing Conservative-Liberal 
imperialist clique would not be able to last 


Workers Party... 


(continued from page 4) 


in the Scottish working class. Instead, the 
party helps strengthen the Scottish nation- 
alists, whose appeal is based on Scotland’s 
national oppression inside the United King- 
dom and widespread hatred of English 
chauvinism. 

The Workers Party cannot possibly unite 
the working class under a socialist ban- 
ner when it embraces the Union Jack and 
Christian morality —ideological rubbish 
whose purpose is to keep workers and the 
oppressed divided. Nor will it be able to 
fight a Starmer government, not least over 
Palestine! 

Nevertheless, those on the left who 
refuse to vote for the Workers Party 
because of its nationalism and social con- 
servatism are simply liberals. There is no 
fundamental difference between the Work- 


a single day if it were not for the fact that the 

means of violence in its hands are reinforced, 

supplemented and disguised by pseudo- 
socialist ideas that ensnare and break up the 
proletariat.” 

What is the idea that prison guards 
are allies of the working class, or that 
socialism can be introduced in His Maj- 
esty’s Parliament, if not the very rubbish 
that Trotsky talks about? The inclusion 
of screws in the socialist and trade union 
movement—and at the highest leadership 
level in TUSC—is nothing but a bowing 
down to bourgeois respectability and a 
guarantee to the ruling class that TUSC 
is no threat at all to their system, their 
property, their class rule. The fact that the 
words of a single probation officer proved 
sufficient to exclude the Spartacist League 
says it all. 

The fight we waged in TUSC sought 
to challenge all of this. At its convention, 
we opposed its support to prison guards 
and denounced its bowing to pro-Starmer 


ers Party, TUSC, Jeremy Corbyn and the 
rest. All defend variations of Labourite 
“little England” socialism, with the Work- 
ers Party actually being closer to the “old” 
Labour left. This programme cannot lead 
the working class to victory. 

We support the Workers Party, as well 
as TUSC, in this election because its 
success would be a welcome slap across 
Starmer’s face by a force claiming to rep- 
resent the working class. The greater the 
Workers Party’s success, the more it will 
be torn by the fact that you cannot stand 
for socialism while sharing the values of 
Winston Churchill. 

Lastly, we note that the Workers Party 
is an eclectic formation revolving around 
Galloway, a political maverick, that has 
attracted some dodgy candidates. We can- 
not assess each one here. We urge readers 
to scrutinise Workers Party candidates and 
vote only for those who stand for the workers 
movement against British imperialism. lm 
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left-Labour candidates. The slogans we 
raised, and what our candidate intended to 
run on, were crafted precisely to prepare 
the working class for a confrontation with 
the ruling class: Free Palestine! Expropri- 
ate the banks! Down with NATO! Citizen- 
ship rights for immigrants! Down with the 
monarchy! All under the heading: Workers 
must run the country! 

So, why should you still vote for TUSC 
on 4 July? The main task of socialists 
in this election remains to build a work- 


ing-class opposition to Starmer’s Labour, 
and the success of TUSC candidates is a 
step in this direction. While support to 
prison guards remains a widespread posi- 
tion on the left, it must be defeated as part 
of the fight to build a working-class oppo- 
sition to the coming Labour government. 
Our exclusion from the TUSC list in the 
name of unity with screws is a small but 
telling demonstration of how this thor- 
oughly reactionary position undermines 
the fight against Starmer. 


Vote working class means... 


No vote for Greens! 


Many people are considering voting Green as a protest against Labour. The Green 
Party is a liberal middle-class outfit that supports NATO, the EU and more taxes on 
working people in the name of fighting climate change (like ULEZ, which they think 
does not go far enough). Like the Lib Dems, the Greens are against the interests of the 


workers movement. 


This underlines why the opposition to Starmer must be based on the working class. The 
Greens will have no problem concluding alliances with Starmer to send more weapons to 
Ukraine, increase contributions to NATO and raise taxes on working people in exchange 
for token “green” measures. In Germany, the Greens are part of the government, and they 
are the most hysterical warmongers of all. Relying on the Greens to defend workers (or 
to fight climate change, for that matter) is suicidal because they support the very system 
which produces people like Starmer (and which is destroying the planet). m 


What about 
the independents? 


This campaign is seeing a swarm of 
independents running in their own name. 
We cannot assess every single one of them. 
We call to vote for those independents who 
run in open opposition to Starmer’s Labour 
on a pro-working-class platform. In Isling- 
ton North, we will support Jeremy Corbyn, 
who runs independently after being purged 
from Labour. We will also support Andrew 
Feinstein in Holborn and St Pancras, who 
is running against Starmer himself. Many 
others surely deserve a vote. 

However, the fact that there are so 
many independents is not good news. 
It reflects the disorganised and weak 
state of the left. For months, we have 
been urging all anti-Starmer, pro- 
socialist groups and candidates to unite 
their efforts. But most preferred to run 
their own little thing in a disorganised 
fashion with useless infighting over 
constituencies. 

This is because many independents 
still hope to remain in the good graces 
of Starmer’s Labour, the left Labourites 
and trade union bureaucrats. Indeed, 
running in one constituency is rela- 
tively harmless and symbolic. It takes 
some votes away from Labour and, at 
best, it will mean an independent MP 
who can ask one or two embarrassing 
questions in the House of Commons. 
However, building a real movement for 
the working class in open opposition to 
the next prime minister is an entirely 
different business. It means waging a 
real fight, making many enemies, risk- 
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ing your career and losing respectability in 
Labourite circles. The truth is that those 
running as independents do so because 
they do not want to do that. 

But that is precisely what is needed! 
Particularly since a Starmer-led govern- 
ment will require a powerful fightback. 
The squeamishness in building a forceful 
opposition to Starmer’s Labour and to any- 
one on the left who supports him is why 
the anti-Starmer opposition is so divided. 
This will prove devastating for the coming 
fight against a Labour government. 
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Vote for 

Sir Kid Starver! 


as 


Andrew Feinstein 
Independent 


Andrew Feinstein is running as an independent 
against Sir Keir Starmer himself. Feinstein is a long-time 
supporter of the Palestinian cause and is running on a 
pro-Palestine platform against Sir Kid Starver. In South 
Africa he was an ANC member of Parliament from 1994 
to 2001. He resigned in protest against the ANC govern- 
ment’s corruption over an arms deal and then became a 
renowned expert on the arms trade. Every socialist must 
join his campaign to beat Starmer in his own seat! 

Sign up to volunteer at andrewfeinstein.org 


Hayes & Harlington 


Rizwana Karim 
Workers Party 


wey BUBMZIY 


Rizwana Karim has attracted a lot of criticism for run- 
ning against left-wing Labour MP John McDonnell. For all 
his talk in support of Palestine, McDonnell is campaigning 
for a Starmer government, which will fully back Israel. 
Also, since the start of the Ukraine war, he has been a 
staunch supporter of arms to Ukraine and NATO’s war 
aims. We back Rizwana Karim and encourage real social- 
ists in West London to give her a hand as she faces a lot of 
flak from Labourites. As a professional chef, we hope she 
can put some heat on John McNATO. 

Donate and follow her on X: @Rizwanakarim1 
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ancy Taaffe 
TUSC 


A long-time member of the Socialist Party and a lead- 
ing figure of TUSC who has stood many times against 
Labour and the capitalist parties, Nancy Taaffe is run- 
ning against Labour candidate Stella Creasy. Creasy is a 
staunch anti-Corbyn Blairite and now pro-Starmer back- 
bencher. We urge all socialists in North and East London 
to help her campaign and stick it to Labour! 

We do note that it is unfortunate that the Workers Party 
is also presenting a candidate in Walthamstow. We hope 
an agreement can be reached in favour of Taaffe’s campaign. 

Support and donate to TUSC at tusc.org.uk 
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Together with supporting 
the Trade Unionist and Social- 
ist Coalition and pro-socialist 
independents, we also call to 
vote for the Workers Party 
against Labour. In particular, 
the Workers Party is running 
candidates against left 
Labour MPs like Zarah 
Sultana and John McDon- 
nell. A vote for it there 
is key to sending a clear 
message to these so-called 
leftists who refuse to break 
with Starmer. 

The Workers Party is 
a political animal con- 
taining all the contradictions of its leader, 
George Galloway. It is running an openly 
anti-Starmer campaign on a pro-Pales- 
tine and pro-socialist basis and staunchly 
opposes the liberal “woke” left. However, 
its attacks on liberals range from opposing 
anti-worker “green” measures like ULEZ, 
as we do, to embracing British nationalism, 
campaigning with the colours of the Union 
Jack and defending socially conservative 
politics on trans people, gays, abortion etc. 
In the name of fighting liberals, the party 
falls into British chauvinism. In turn, lib- 
erals and Starmerites are whipping up hys- 
teria against it precisely based on liberal 
values. 

Let’s get one thing straight: the pro- 
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NATO, anti-worker Green liberals or 
stooges supporting Sir Kid Starver’s 
Labour Party of genocide are nobody to 
lecture the Workers Party. For decades, the 
left has liquidated into liberalism, chaining 
the workers movement to pro-EU, pro-im- 
perialist “progressives” who represent the 
reactionary interests of the London mid- 
dle and upper classes. This alliance has 
brought nothing but disaster for workers, 
with any fightback deemed “racist” by the 
liberals (ie Brexit). No wonder many work- 
ers have turned to the right wing. 

Our criticisms of the Workers Party are 
over how to actually defeat the liberals. 
The working class must oppose liberalism 
based on its own class interests, but this 
is not what the Workers Party does. Its 


Stick it to Labour- 


Vote Workers Party! 


embrace of British nationalism and back- 
ward social attitudes place it in an ideolog- 
ical bloc with another, more conservative 
wing of the ruling class. 

The unity of His Majesty’s Kingdom 
against Scotland and Ireland, Christian 
morality and sexual regimentation are all 
traditional ideas of the British upper class. 
These are pushed into the working class 
to instil obedience and to go after anyone 
fighting oppression. Remember Thatcher: 
she hated striking miners, the Soviet 
Union, gays and Irish Republicans, all of 
which she viewed as threats to “Western 
civilisation”. 

If Galloway’s outfit were a real work- 
ing-class party, it would defend the rights 
of trans people and stand for sexual free- 


dom. It would do so not out 

of liberal “sensitivity” but 

because right-wing anti-trans 

hysteria is used to repress all 

youth and to strengthen reli- 
gious reaction, a threat 
to Muslims, other minor- 
ities and the entire work- 
ers movement. 

It’s no surprise that 
liberals and Starmerites 
seize on the Workers 
Party’s hostility to trans 
people, gays and ille- 
gal migrants to attack 

this troublesome enemy. But 
rejecting the defence of these oppressed 
groups as a diversion from upholding work- 
ers’ interests is dead wrong. It’s a capitula- 
tion to the liberals, who posture as the only 
defenders of oppressed minorities in order 
to pit them against the working class. This 
is how the whole debate about “wokeness” 
keeps the oppressed at each other’s throats. 
To cut through this, it is necessary to take 
up the cause of all those oppressed by this 
rotten system and join it with the workers’ 
cause. This is how to fight Starmer and the 
liberals, who are enemies of us all. 

The same applies to Scotland. The 
Workers Party’s refusal to defend Scot- 
land’s national rights and self-determina- 
tion guarantees it will never get a hearing 
continued on page 3 


SUMMER 2024 


